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• CHAPTER THREE • 

Journalists and News Bloggers: 
Complements, Contradictions, 

and Challenges 
Jane B. Singer 

L et's jump right to the subject of considerable debate: Are bloggers jour­
nalists? 

Joumalists' immediate answer is: No way. Bloggers' immediate an­
swer is: No thanks. But the question demands more than a two-word response. 
Just what, if anything, is it that joumalists do that is d ifferent from what blog­
gers do? Are bloggers acting as joum alists some of the time but as something 
eise (like what?) the rest of the time? And why should the rest of us care? 

For Starters, the majority of the millions of blogs out there today are not 
joumalistic because they provide no public service. The purpose of joumalism, 
at least in a democracy, is to se.rve the public by providing citizens with the in­
formation they need eo be free and self-goveming.1 Most bloggers are folks for 
whom the format is a fun, easy way to create a personal journal fo r their own 
enjoyment or that of thcir family and friends. Enhancing democracy is not 
high on the agenda. 

But some bloggers clearly have something grander in mind, a~d they are 
the ones we are concemed with here. These are the people who post, ardently 
and often, about politics, govemment, war, the media, social issues, and a host 
of other topics that also fill news holes in traditional media around the world. 
And they have a following that extends weil beyond their circle of personal ac­
quaintances. People turn to them for information, commentary, and insights­
the same sorts of things joumalists provide. 

My own sense, and that of other observers whom we'll get to soon, is that 
these "news bloggers" and joumalisrs fi ll sometimes-0verlapping but essentially 
different niches in the information environment. Their relationship is both 
symbiotic and complementary: b loggers and joumalists often irk one another, 




