
xii Preface 

what I have learned. It is based on personal experience, but I veryone who maintains a weblog, whatever 
its purpose or type. 

If you are interested in starting your own web log, I hope this 
book will provide you with the inspiration and practical advice 
you need to do so. If you already maintain a weblog, I hope that 
The Weblog Handbook will provide you with new ways of look-
ing at your weblog and the community of which you are a part. 

Rebecca Blood 
March2002 

www. rebeccablood. net 

1 

Rebecca Blood (2002): The Weblog Handbook. Cambridge (MA): Perseus Publishing, S.Rebecca Blood (2002): The Weblog Handbook. Cambridge (MA): Perseus Publishing, S.Rebecca Blood (2002): The Weblog Handbook. Cambridge (MA): Perseus Publishing, S.What ls a Weblog? 
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with references as required. 

REBECCA ßLOOD 

You may have seen them in your travels around the W orld 
Wide Web. Some provide succinct descriptions ofjudiciously se-
lected links. Some contain wide swaths of commentary dotted 
sparingly with links to the news of the day. Others consist of an 
endless stream of blurts about the writer' s day; links, if they ex-
ist, are to other, similar, personal sites. Some are political. Some 

are intellectual. Some are hilarious. Some are topic-driven. 
Some are off-the-wall. Most are noncommercial and all are im-
passioned about their subjects. They are the weblogs. 

What they have in common is a format: a webpage with new 
entries placed at the top, updated frequently-sometimes sev-
eral times a day. Often at the side of the page is a list of links 
pointing to similar sites. Some sites consist only of a weblog. 
Others include the weblog as part of a larger site. More than a 
list oflinks and less than a full-blown zine, weblogs are hard to 
describe but easy to recognize. 

Personal sites and lists of links have existed since the Web 
was born. Indeed, the ability to link from one document to any 
other that existed on the global network was the great novelty 
that drew early enthusiasts to the Web. Like a text version of 
ham radio, early enthusiasts published pages and eagerly perused 
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