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TOPOLOGIES         Intervention II 

PickUp (2010/11) 
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TOPOLOGIES         Intervention II 

PickUp (2010/11) 
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TOPOLOGIES         Experiencing the inside of the Critical Zone

272 Peau/Pli

Smith/Fetzner/Dornberg (2012) PEAU/PLI �4
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TOPOLOGIES         Experiencing the inside of the Critical Zone

Smith/Fetzner/Dornberg (2012) PEAU/PLI �5
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BUZZ PHASE I      2014/2015        Human-Animal relationship
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BUZZ  2014-16             Intervention at IISc
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BUZZ  2014-16    i-doc
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WASTELAND   2016-18       Matter in the Anthropocene

360° Topology �9
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DE\GLOBALIZE   2018-20                 
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An artistic research about how to de-globalize the global  
as a search movement for the terrestrial.
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Three agential cuts through Critical Zones in India (2018),  
in Egypt and in Germany (2019). 
  
The cuts are re-negotiating the grammar of space, borders,  
scale in order to DE/GLOBALIZE the notion of THE GLOBAL.
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DE\GLOBALIZE      Key Questions       
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1. How to think, medialize, fold and answer* the earth in  
    a de-globalized topology?  

2. How to think meshworks, alterities, entanglements and relational  
    references in the parasitocene? 
     
3. How to narrate critical zonings in non-linear, improvisational,  
    transmedial cuts?



SEARCH MOVEMENT FOR THE TERRESTRIAL  | DE\GLOBALIZE

FETZNER/DORNBERG

27.11.18

DE\GLOBALIZE   2018-20                 

* respons-ability �13

In our research we assume no big system but thousand plateaus of 
little neighbourhoods: 

DE\GLOBALIZE is focusing on  

anthropogenic transformations, social insects, animal-human 
relationships, affective intervals, 360° stereographic projections, 
complexity, non-linear improvisations, matters of concern/matters of care, 
soil and parasitology, topologies of inside-out etc. 
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Critical Zoning(s)        Compositions as critical 

Michel Serres (2012) Biogea, 88 and Parasite �15

»We cannot claim to be subjects in the midst of a world of objects, for our 
behaviour resembles that of other insects, other rodents or poisonous plants. 
Not separated, but plunged, immersed in the Biogea, in cousin company. (…) 

A space so rich in complexities and so inseparable from the material conditions 
of its very form can not be adequately addressed by a Cartesian geometry.  

Instead, physics is reducible to two sciences: a general theory of paths and 
routes, a global theory of flow; and a topology.« 
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The CRITICAL ZONE is defined as the »skin« layer around the  
earth in which complex interactions involving soil, water, air, 
and living organisms regulate the natural habitat.
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Critical Zoning(s)        Compositions as critical 

Bruno Latour,  A Compositionist Manifesto, 3 �17

»To study, to live, to own, to survey or to police a critical zone is not at 
all the same thing as to study, live, own, survey or police a piece of land 
or a territory.  

While the territory could not suddenly disappear under stress, the 
critical zone could “become critical” (in engineering parlance) and be 
ruined.«
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DE\GLOBALIZE        De-Zoning the  Whole World Game
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DE\GLOBALIZE        De-Zoning the  Whole World Game
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DE\GLOBALIZE   2018-20                 
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IISC/Bangalore   2018 
Earth Lab 
  
The Indian Institute of Science (IISc) is a cutting-edge research spot in science, 
engineering and space industry. It is hosting a main Critical Zone Observatory in 
Asia. 
 
The random neigbourhood of an Open Circuit Wind Tunnel and the Centre for 
Ecological Sciences is generating a critical sciencing zone . Overgrown by a small 
rain forest this intersection turns out to be an ideal site to set up a Earth Lab – a 
spot, where we invite a mixed bunch of experts in the field of the critical zone to 
act and reflect upon their research during the monsoon.

1. CRITICAL SCIENCING ZONE   India 
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DE\GLOBALIZE        Newtonian Perspective of the Critical Zone

Hieronymus Bosch (1500) Garten der Lüste �21



DE\GLOBALIZE

FETZNER/DORNBERG

27.11.18SEARCH MOVEMENT FOR THE TERRESTRIAL  | 

Critical Zoning(s)        Compositions as critical 

Scientist at IISc observing whasps �22
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Critical Zoning(s)        Compositions as critical 

Lynn Margulis (1987) Microcosmos �23

»On earth the environment has been made and monitored by life as 
much as life has been made and influenced by the environment.«
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Critical Zoning(s)        Political Ecology 

Bruno Latour (2017) Facing Gaia, 101 �24

»The inside and outside of all borders are subverted. Not because 
everything is connected in a “great chain of being”, but because the 
interaction between a neighbour who is actively manipulating his 
neighbours and all the others who are manipulating the first one 
defines what could be called waves of action, which respect no 
borders and never respect any fixed scale.«



DE\GLOBALIZE

FETZNER/DORNBERG

27.11.18SEARCH MOVEMENT FOR THE TERRESTRIAL  | 

TOPOLOGIES         Experiencing the inside of the Critical Zone

DE\GLOBALIZE (2018) Melting Glacier and IISc Wind Tunnel �25
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1. How to think meshworks, alterities, entanglements and relational  
    references through critical zonings in the parasitocene? 

2. How to narrate critical zonings in non-linear, improvisational,  
    transmedial cuts? 

3. How to think, fold and answer* the earth in  
    a de-globalized topology?
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Critical Zonings        Methods, Encounters, Entanglements, Foldings

Tim Ingold (2011) Life of lines, 69-70 �27

»I have suggested that drawing a line on a sketch is like telling a story.«
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Tim Ingold (2011) Life of lines, 69-70 �28
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Critical Zonings        Methods, Encounters, Entanglements, Foldings

Tim Ingold (2011) Life of lines, 69-70 �29

»Each such trail is but one strand in a tissue of trails that together 
comprise the texture of the lifeworld. (…) It is a field not of 
interconnected points but of interwoven lines;  
not a network but a meshwork.«
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Critical Zonings        Methods, Encounters, Entanglements, Foldings

Tim Ingold (2007) Network versus Meshwork �30
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Critical Zonings        Methods, Encounters, Entanglements, Foldings

Tim Ingold (2011) Life of lines, 69-70 �31

»Far from connecting points in a network, every relation is one 
line in a meshwork of interwoven trails. To tell a story, then, is to 
relate, in narrative, the occurrences of the past, retracing a path 
through the world that others, recursively picking up threads of 
past lives, con follow in the process of spinning their own.  

There is no point at which the story ends and life begins.«
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Critical Zonings        Methods, Encounters, Entanglements, Foldings

Bruno Latour (2013) Inquiry into modes of Existence ,256 �32

»Modernity means to lose experience of Relations.«



Parasitic Strolls through Media and Milieus  | DE\GLOBALIZE
FETZNER/DORNBERG/WEGNER

27.11.18

Improvisational Mode        Non-linearity and De-Zoning the  Whole World Game

Sawyer, K. Improvisational creativity: An analysis of jazz performance. 
Creativity Research Journal, 5, 3 (1992), 253-263.

�33

»The core point of any improvisational act is the contradiction 
between script versus coincidence – in music, dance or thinking.« 
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Improvisational Mode        Non-linearity and De-Zoning the  Whole World Game

Tim Ingold (2005) Cultural Improvisation �34

»Improvisation is relational because it goes on along ways 
of life that are as entangled and mutually responsive as 
are the paths of pedestrians on the street. (…) Every idea 
is a place you visit. Life is unscriptable, it cannot be fully 
codified.«	
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Improvisational Mode         Compositions as critical 

Michel Serres (1982) The Parasite �35

»The history of science runs backwards and forwards 
over a complex network of paths which overlap and 
cross, forming nodes, peaks and crossroads, inter- 
changes which bifurcate into two or several routes. 

‘What is closed? What is open? What is a connective 
path? What is a tear? What are the continuous and 
the discontinuous? What is a threshold, a limit?’.«
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Improvisational Mode         Compositions as critical 

Michel Serres (1990) The five senses. A Philosophy of Mingled Bodies �36

Irony of ironies, non-linear thought tolerates linear thought as 
an individual case.


